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Are you considering a career in counseling? If so, you'll need to earn a
graduate degree in counseling. This guide will provide you with all the
information you need to know about graduate programs in counseling,
including:

The different types of counseling degrees available

The admissions requirements for graduate programs in counseling

The curriculum of graduate programs in counseling

The cost of graduate programs in counseling

The job outlook for counselors

Types of Counseling Degrees
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There are several different types of counseling degrees available,
including:

Master of Arts (MA) in Counseling: This is the most common type of
counseling degree. It typically takes two years to complete and
provides students with the knowledge and skills necessary to work as
a professional counselor.

Master of Science (MS) in Counseling: This degree is similar to the
MA in Counseling, but it typically has a stronger focus on research. It is
a good choice for students who want to pursue a career in research or
academia.

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Counseling: This is the highest level
of counseling degree. It typically takes four to seven years to complete
and prepares students for careers in research, academia, and clinical
practice.

Admissions Requirements

The admissions requirements for graduate programs in counseling vary
from school to school. However, most programs require applicants to have
a bachelor's degree in a related field, such as psychology, social work, or
education. Applicants must also typically submit transcripts, letters of
recommendation, and a personal statement.

Some programs may also require applicants to take the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE). The GRE is a standardized test that measures verbal
reasoning, quantitative reasoning, and analytical writing skills. Scores on
the GRE are used by admissions committees to assess an applicant's
academic ability and potential for success in graduate school.



Curriculum

The curriculum of graduate programs in counseling typically includes
coursework in the following areas:

Counseling theory

Counseling skills

Ethics and legal issues in counseling

Assessment and diagnosis

Treatment planning

Research methods

In addition to coursework, students in graduate programs in counseling
typically complete a practicum or internship. This provides students with the
opportunity to gain hands-on experience working with clients under the
supervision of a licensed counselor.

Cost

The cost of graduate programs in counseling varies from school to school.
However, most programs cost between $30,000 and $60,000. Some
schools offer scholarships and financial aid to help students pay for their
education.

Job Outlook

The job outlook for counselors is expected to be good over the next few
years. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the number of jobs for
counselors will grow by 14% between 2019 and 2029.



Counselors can work in a variety of settings, including schools, hospitals,
mental health clinics, and private practice. They help people with a wide
range of mental health issues, including anxiety, depression, grief, and
substance abuse.

If you are considering a career in counseling, a graduate degree in
counseling is a necessary step. This guide has provided you with all the
information you need to know about graduate programs in counseling,
including the different types of degrees available, the admissions
requirements, the curriculum, the cost, and the job outlook.

With a graduate degree in counseling, you can embark on a fulfilling career
helping others to improve their mental health and well-being.
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