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Maya Sweet Surprise Ouattara's life began in a small village in Ivory Coast,
West Africa. Her early years were marked by poverty and hardship. As a
child, she witnessed firsthand the challenges faced by women and girls in
her community, including lack of access to education, healthcare, and

economic opportunities.

Despite the adversity she faced, Maya's determination and resilience
shone through. She excelled in school, becoming a top student in her
class. However, her academic journey was not without its obstacles. At one
point, she had to walk over five kilometers to school each day, often going
hungry and barefoot.

Education as a Path to Empowerment

Maya's unwavering commitment to education became her lifeline out of
poverty. She was determined to use her knowledge and skills to make a
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difference in the world. In 2009, she received a scholarship to study in
South Africa, where she earned a degree in Social Work.

During her studies, Maya became actively involved in social justice issues,
particularly those affecting women and girls. She volunteered with
organizations working to combat gender-based violence and promote
women's economic empowerment.

A Voice for the Marginalized

After graduating from university, Maya returned to Ivory Coast with a
renewed determination to empower her fellow citizens. She founded the
Maya Sweet Surprise Foundation, a non-profit organization dedicated to
providing education, healthcare, and economic opportunities to
marginalized communities, especially women and girls.
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Through the foundation, Maya has implemented various programs aimed at
addressing the root causes of poverty and inequality. These programs
include:

= Educational support: Providing scholarships, school supplies, and
after-school programs to support the education of underprivileged
children and youth.

= Healthcare initiatives: Establishing mobile health clinics, providing
health screenings, and raising awareness about preventable diseases.

= Economic empowerment: Offering vocational training, microfinance
loans, and business development support to women and girls.

Unwavering Commitment to Women's Empowerment
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Maya Ouattara's work has had a profound impact on the lives of countless
women and girls in lvory Coast. Her foundation has been instrumental in
empowering them through education, healthcare, and economic
opportunities, enabling them to break free from poverty and create a better
future for themselves and their families.

Maya's unwavering commitment to women's empowerment extends
beyond her foundation. She is a vocal advocate for gender equality and
has spoken out against harmful practices such as child marriage, female
genital mutilation, and domestic violence.

Recognizing a Trailblazer

Maya's exceptional contributions have been recognized both nationally and
internationally. In 2017, she was awarded the prestigious United Nations
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SDG Pioneer Award for her work in promoting sustainable development
goals, particularly those related to gender equality and education.

Maya's story is a testament to the transformative power of education,
resilience, and unwavering commitment to empowering others. Through
her journey, she has demonstrated that even in the most challenging
circumstances, individuals can overcome adversity and make a positive
impact on the world around them.

Book Excerpt: Maya Sweet Surprise Ouattara

To learn more about Maya's inspiring journey and the remarkable work she
has done in empowering women and marginalized communities, read her
book, Maya Sweet Surprise Ouattara: A Journey of Empowerment,
Resilience, and Discovery. This captivating memoir offers a firsthand
account of Maya's experiences, her struggles, and her triumphs.

Through Maya's story, you will be inspired by her determination, moved by
her compassion, and empowered to make a difference in the lives of
others.
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