
Life and Death in West Africa: 20th
Anniversary Edition - An Intimate Portrait of a
Vanishing World
Unveiling the Truths and Struggles of a Region on the Brink of
Change

In "Life and Death in West Africa: 20th Anniversary Edition," renowned
anthropologist and physician Paul Farmer tells the unforgettable, deeply
personal stories of people living in the world's poorest region—a region
that, despite its extreme challenges, has contributed immensely to our
understanding of human life, health, and resilience.
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Farmer's immersive ethnography takes us into the lives of patients and
families in rural Haiti, Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea, as they grapple
with the daily realities of poverty, disease, and social injustice. We meet a
young woman who sells her body to pay for her brother's malaria
treatment; a man who cannot afford the surgery that could save his leg;
and a family that is torn apart by the Ebola virus.
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But "Life and Death in West Africa" is not just a story of suffering. It is also a
story of hope and resilience. Farmer shows us how the people of West
Africa are working to improve their lives and the lives of their children. We
meet a group of women who are starting a community health center; a
nurse who is providing care to victims of sexual violence; and a doctor who
is training the next generation of health care workers.

"Life and Death in West Africa" is a powerful and moving account of life in
one of the world's most challenging regions. It is a must-read for anyone
who wants to understand the complex realities of global health and social
justice.

Reviews

"A masterpiece of medical anthropology...Farmer's book is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the challenges of global health and the
power of human resilience." —The New York Times Book Review

"A powerful and moving account of life in one of the world's most
challenging regions. Farmer's writing is both deeply personal and
profoundly insightful." —The Washington Post

"A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the complex realities of
global health and social justice." —The Lancet

"Farmer's book is a powerful reminder of the importance of human
connection and the power of hope." —The Guardian

About the Author



Paul Farmer is a physician, anthropologist, and author. He is the co-
founder of Partners In Health, a non-profit organization that provides health
care to the poor in developing countries. Farmer has written extensively
about global health and social justice, including the books "Pathologies of
Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor" and "In the
Company of the Poor: Conversations with the Poor of the World."
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Meet the Philosopher Who Embraced Poverty, Defied Conventions, and
Sparked a Revolution In the annals of philosophy, few figures stand...

Pandemic with Dogs: Two Essays
By Susannah Charleson In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, as the
world grappled with fear, isolation, and uncertainty, a remarkable story
unfolded. Dogs, our loyal...
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