
How To Create Fan Favorite Protagonists
From Heroines To Anti Heroes And More

Write Your Hero: How to Create Fan-Favorite
Protagonists, from Heroines to Anti-Heroes and More
(The Writer's Craft Series Book 1) by Lewis Jorstad

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2300 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 314 pages
Lending : Enabled

Protagonists are the driving force of any story, the characters that readers
connect with, root for, and ultimately remember. Creating a captivating
protagonist is an essential element of writing successful fiction. In this
comprehensive guide, we will delve into the art of crafting fan favorite
protagonists, exploring the nuances of different archetypes and providing
practical advice to help you create characters that will:

Resonates deeply with your audience

Drive your story forward

Leave a lasting impression
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The Heroine Archetype: Classic and Enduring

The heroine archetype is a classic for a reason. Readers love to follow the
journey of a strong, determined woman who overcomes adversity to
achieve her goals. When developing a heroine protagonist, focus on these
key traits:

Strength and resilience: Your heroine should be able to overcome
challenges and keep moving forward, even when the odds are stacked
against her.

Determination and ambition: She should have a clear goal and be
willing to work hard to achieve it.

Empathy and compassion: She cares about others and uses her
strength to help those in need.

Examples of fan-favorite heroines include:

Katniss Everdeen from "The Hunger Games"

Hermione Granger from "Harry Potter"

Rey from "Star Wars"

The Anti-Hero Archetype: Complex and Enigmatic

In recent years, the anti-hero archetype has become increasingly popular.
Anti-heroes are flawed, sometimes morally ambiguous characters who
often struggle with inner demons. They may be driven by selfish motives or
have a troubled past, but they often have a redeeming quality that makes
readers root for them. When writing an anti-hero protagonist, focus on
these key traits:



Complexity and depth: Your anti-hero should be a well-developed
character with a complex backstory and motivations.

Ambiguous morality: They may not always do the right thing, but
they should have a code of ethics that they follow.

Relatability: Despite their flaws, readers should be able to relate to
your anti-hero and understand their motivations.

Examples of fan-favorite anti-heroes include:

Tony Soprano from "The Sopranos"

Walter White from "Breaking Bad"

Tyrion Lannister from "Game of Thrones"

Beyond Heroines and Anti-Heroes: Exploring Other Archetypes

While heroines and anti-heroes are popular archetypes, there are many
other types of protagonists you can explore. Here are a few examples:

The Everyman: A relatable character from ordinary circumstances that
readers can easily connect with.

The Trickster: A clever and resourceful character who often uses
deception to achieve their goals.

The Bystander: A character who witnesses events but does not
actively participate in them.

The Villain: A character who is driven by evil or selfish motives.

Tips for Creating Compelling Protagonists



Regardless of the archetype you choose, here are some general tips for
creating compelling protagonists:

Give them a clear goal. Protagonists should have something they
are striving for, whether it's defeating a villain, saving the world,
or finding love.

Make them relatable. Readers should be able to empathize with your
protagonist and understand their motivations.

Give them flaws. No one is perfect, and your protagonist should have
flaws that make them more interesting and relatable.

Develop their character arc. Your protagonist should change and
grow over the course of your story.

Give them a strong voice. Your protagonist should have a unique
voice that sets them apart from other characters.

Creating fan favorite protagonists is an essential element of writing
successful fiction. By understanding the different archetypes and following
these tips, you can create characters that will resonate with your readers,
drive your story forward, and leave a lasting impression.
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